Big Sandy Area Lakes Watershed Management Project
Executive Council & Technical Team Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2021
Attendance:  Barb Dahl,  Carlton Co SWCD Supervisor;  Ray Gurske, Tamarack River Watershed Team;  John C. Hooper, McGregor Township;  Ramona Hooper, McGregor Township;  Dianne Knoben, SWHIM;  Lindsay Lally, Island Lake Cromwell;  Pat McGinn, Lake Minnewawa;  Gary Peterson, Carlton County Commissioner;  Al Rinta, Tamarack Sno-Flyers;  Carmen Rinta, Tamarack Round Lake;  Janet Smude, Aitkin County SWCD;  Bill Zelazny, Island Lake;  Sharon Zelazny, Island Lake Cromwell.  

1.   The meeting was called to order at 2:05 pm.  Introductions were made.  The agenda was approved as presented.    M/S/C  Al Rinta / Pat McGinn.  
2.  The February 2021 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved as presented.  M/S/C  Carmen Rinta / Ray Gurske.
3.  A financial report for the months of January and February 2021 was shared.  Cost Share Funding through the CWF Stormwater Management Grant remains.   There were no debits to the account.  The report was approved as presented.  M/S/C  Ray Gurske / Lindsay Lally.  
4.  Old Business:  

4.1.  MPCA / EPA Section 319 Small Watersheds Focus Program:  Janet Smude and Melanie Bomier reported that this project seems to have stalled.  MPCA staff have been working on the 9 Key Element Plan that focuses on restoring the water quality of the impaired waters in the Tamarack River and the Minnewawa Creek Watersheds.  Projects needed to meet the restoration goals will be outlined.  Work is expected to resume soon.  
4.2.  Cromwell Stormwater Runoff Management Projects Update:  Alyssa Alsness from the Carlton SWCD will be visiting with landowners interested in runoff management projects this spring.  Melanie Bomier and Sharon Zelazny reported that the City of Cromwell is applying for a DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant for improvements to the City Park.  The stormwater project at the Pavilion will wait until 2022, in hopes it can coordinate with other work at the site.  
4.3.  2021 Aitkin County AIS Education / Prevention Grant:  Janet Smude and Sharon Zelazny have been working on the application for this grant program.  Sharon has been in touch with the Cromwell School regarding a spring educational day.  We are able to come and share information with the 4th and 5th grade classes.  This will make up for the class that was missed a year ago.  $ 600 will be requested for this.  $ 2,450 will be requested for the spring newsletter,  and $ 150 for the Tamarack River Watershed information packet.  The group was asked about including a request for small tackle boxes that could be given away to the Cromwell and McGregor students, as was done in the past.  This would be a way to connect with some students in McGregor.  An estimated $ 1,300 would be needed for 80+ tackle boxes.  The group agreed with adding this to the grant request.  The grant application will be completed and submitted.
4.4.  2021 Spring Newsletter:  A draft of the spring 2021 newsletter was shared.  Thanks was given to Dianne Knoben, Al Rinta, and Carmen Rinta for reviewing and editing the newsletter.  It was suggested that information on the native plants sales in Aitkin and Carlton Counties be included.  We will again ask recipients if they prefer to receive the newsletter electronically.  Blue was selected as the preferred color of highlighted text and text boxes.  The noted changes will be made and the newsletter printed.
5.  New Business:  
5.1.  Big Sandy Water Institute:  Janet Smude shared that she visited recently with Lindsey Becker, McGregor Community Education Director.  Plans are being made for the 2021 Big Sandy Water Institute.  She hopes to have a schedule similar to the offerings two years ago.  Last year they were able to hold only two days due to Covid 19 limitations.  Help with the BSWI would be welcome.  If you can help Lindsey can be reached at (218) 768-5133.  

5.2.  Aitkin County Ditch 5:  Jack Hooper and Janet Smude shared a history of Ditch 5 near McGregor.  Ditch 5 provides drainage to the City of McGregor.  The McGregor Wastewater Treatment Ponds discharge into Ditch 5.  The ditch channel flows through Mud/Jacksie/Rice Lake which is between Hwys 65 and 210 east of McGregor.  The channel has been choked with vegetation, which slows and filters the flow of water.  State agencies (MPCA, DNR, MnDOT) have objected to a cleanout or realignment of the ditch.   McGregor Township worked on cleaning out a portion of the Ditch several years ago, but work has been halted and no maintenance has been undertaken since.  The topography of the area is flat.  There is nowhere for the water to go.  Water levels in the City of McGregor are a concern.  Additional nutrients being delivered to Big Sandy Lake through the Sandy River are also a concern.  The McGregor City Council is searching for a solution to the problem.

6.  Working Session:  

6.1.   Sub Watershed Project Reports:
     6.1.1.  SWHIM: No update was shared – Things have been quiet.  There has been no news regarding the Lake Minnewawa Outlet project.  
     6.1.2.  Sandy Lake:  No report was shared.  
     6.1.3.  Sandy River:  Jack Hooper reported that the Sandy River is flowing slowly.  McGregor Township has spent money from their flood control fund for beaver dam removal.  A private trapper was hired to do some work on the Township ditches.  There is no bounty for beaver.  Aitkin County had a trapper work in the area last year.  The County road maintenance department has helped with cleanout of the river.  Township roads have been helped, however beaver damage is a never ending issue.
     6.1.4.  Tamarack River:  Ray Gurske shared that Tamarack Lake is thawing.  Ice fishing is nearly done for the season.
     6.1.5.  Prairie Lake / River:  No report was shared.
7.  Agenda Additions:  There were no additions to the agenda.
8.  The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, April 14th at 2:00 pm.  The meeting will be held at the Cromwell Park Pavilion, if it is available.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 pm.  M/S/  Pat McGinn / Jack Hooper.
